The Meaning of Church Membership
A Key Truth:  The local church is not primarily a social organization (though the social benefits are manifold);  it is not just a “good idea.”  The local church is born of God and our participation in one is vital and commanded.”

You are a member of God’s very own family…and you belong in God’s household with every other Christian.  Ephesians 2:19 (LB)

“I am now a member of Bethel Baptist Church.” But, what does that truly mean?  Many Christians attend church without ever seeming to learn the real meaning of church membership.  Every Christian should understand the seriousness and the sacredness of his/her commitment, but too many hold membership without realizing their privileges and opportunities, or accepting their obligations.  It is not believed that this is due to a determination to be indifferent, but because they have never been taught the real meaning of being a member of the body of Christ.  It is the purpose of the New Members class to help solve this problem.

To begin with, how do you define “Church”?  Dr. George W. McDaniel, in his book The Churches of the New Testament (p. 23), defines a local church as “an organized body of baptized believers equal in rank and privileges, administering its affairs under the headship of Christ, united in the belief of what He has taught, covenanting together to do what He has commanded, and cooperating with other like bodies in Kingdom movements.”

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is the greatest institution that the world has ever known and you should feel privileged to be a member of it.  Christ established it during His personal ministry, and He is its Head (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:18).  He promised that He would be with it through the ages and that the gates of hell should not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18; 28:20).  To it He gave the Great Commission and the ordinances, and for it He went to the cross (Matthew 28:19-20; I Corinthians 11:23-26; Ephesians 5:25).  He loved the church, and He wants His churches to honor and glorify Him as His representatives on the earth (Ephesians 3:21; 5:25-27).

Church membership presents you with great opportunities.  These include opportunities for fellowship and Christian growth, as well as the opportunity to be a part of the Great Commission by sharing the Gospel message with people of Jacksonville, the state of Arkansas, the United Sates, and the world.  

Church membership also places upon you an inescapable obligation.  It is an obligation to use your time and talents for the glory of God, an obligation to support the work with your presence, your influence, and your means.  Churches are never stronger than their membership.  Because of that, Bethel Baptist Church does have high expectations for its members and those expectations are directly connected to Scripture.

Matthew 22:36-40, “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Here are those expectations:

I.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind by:

1.
Spending regular time alone with God in personal prayer and Bible study.


Joshua 1:78; Psalm 1:2; Matthew 14:23; Matthew 15:29; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; Luke 6:12; Acts 2:42; Acts 6:4; Philippians 4:6; I John 2:24.

2.
Faithfully attending weekly worship.


Acts 2:1-46; Acts 14:27-28; Hebrews 10:24-25; Revelation 4 & 5.

3.
Faithfully attending weekly Bible study.


Isaiah 55:8-11; Acts 2:1; Acts 2:42-46; Acts 14:27-28; II Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 10:24-25; II Peter 1:20-21.

4.
Committing to obey God’s Word in Scripture through the conviction and interpretation of the Holy Spirit.


Psalm 1, 19, 119; Matthew 7:24; Matthew 28:20; John 8:31-32; John 14:21-27; I Corinthians 2:12-14; Hebrews 4:12; James 1:22-25; James 2:17; I Peter 1:14-16; I John 2:20-27.

5.
Loving God and not money.  Being a tither as the basic minimum in faithful giving.


Genesis 14:8-20 and 28:22; Malachi 3:8-10; Matthew 6:19-21, 24-34; II Corinthians 9:5-15; I Timothy 6:10.

6.
Faithfully serving in a ministry.


Matthew 20:26-28; John 13:1-5; Romans 12:4-8; I Corinthians 12:1-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; I Peter 4:10.

II.
Love your neighbor as yourself by:


1.
Loving one another in the body of Christ.

Matthew 19:19; John 13:34-35; John 15:12-14; John 15:17; Romans 12:10; I Corinthians 13:1-13; I John 3:11, 23; I John 4:20-21.

2.
Being a positive and fruitful witness for Christ (inside and outside the home).


Matthew 5:14-16; Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:9-15; I Corinthians 7:10-17; I Corinthians 9:19-23; Ephisians 5:8-9; Ephesians 5:22-6:4.

As you can see from the expectations, church membership is a privilege and an opportunity that entails great obligations.  

We are so glad that you have decided to be a part of Bethel Baptist Church.

